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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to tine amendment of August 1 6, 201 0. In 
making tine below rejections and/or objections the examiner has considered and 
addressed each of the applicant's arguments. 

2. The examiner acknowledges the amendments to claims 1 , 2, and 4-10. The 

examiner notes that claims 1 1 and 12 have been introduced and claim 3 has been 
canceled. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 , 5, and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 1 - the recitation of: 

- "said head having an air inlet duct comprising a filter and an air outlet 
duct" 

should be amended to recite: 

- — said head having an air outlet duct and an air inlet duct comprising a 
filter and an a i r out le t duct — 

so the air inlet duct is not construed as being comprised of the air outlet 
duct. 

b. Claim 5 - the recitation of: 

- "wherein a protrusion is disposed inside said shell" 
should be amended to recite: 

- — wherein a protrusion is disposed inside said bottom shell — 

c. Claim 7 - the recitation of: 


Application/Control Number: 10/599,287 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3746 

- "said filter tlirougli a slot provided in said body" 
should be amended to recite: 

- — said filter through a filter slot provided in said body — 

In order to avoid confusing the slot of claim 7 with the slots introduced in 
claim 1. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a whtten description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which It pertains, or with which It Is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the Inventor of carrying out his Invention. 

5. Claims 8, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because 
the specification, while being enabling for a compressor including a means for receiving 
and holding an air inlet duct with a filter being provided by a first recess of a top shell 
joined with a first recess of a second shell when a body is closed to form a lateral 
lodging and a means for receiving and holding an air outlet duct provided by a second 
recess on a top surface of a top shell, does not reasonably provide enablement for a 
compressor with the same features as discussed above and additionally: 

a. With respect to claims 8 and 10: parallel air inlet and outlet ducts; and 

b. With respect to claim 9: a tool holder. 

The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which It Is most nearly connected, to make the invention commensurate 
in scope with these claims. Claims 8-10 are directed toward the embodiment of figure 9 
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which include parallel inlet and outlet ducts and a tool holder. The limitations of claim 1, 
which claims 8-10 depend from, are directed to the embodiment of figures 1-8 in which 
an outlet duct is provided in a recess in a top surface of a top shell. In the embodiment 
of figure 9, air inlet 22 and outlet 23 ducts are parallel to each other and not received in 
a side seating formed by a first recess of a top shell and a first recess in a bottom shell. 
The embodiment of figure 9 does not provide an air outlet duct in a top surface of a top 
shell. There is no single embodiment that teaches an inlet duct received in a lateral 
lodging formed when top and bottom shells are brought together and an outlet duct that 
is received in a recess in the top surface of a top shell in combination with either parallel 
inlet and outlet ducts or a tool holder. 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claim 1 , and by dependency claims 2 and 6-1 0, claim 4, claim 5, claim 1 1 , and 
claim 12, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Both claims 1 and 4 introduce elements related a previously 
recited "means for" limitation but do not specific claim the elements as defining the 
means. 

a. With respect to claim 1 - the limitations directed toward a second recess 
receiving an air outlet duct are not linked with the previously claimed "means for 
receiving and holding ... the air outlet duct" in a similar manner as the elements 


Application/Control Number: 10/599,287 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3746 

recited as comprising a means for liolding and receiving tine air inlet tube and the 
socl^et, switch, and plate. The limitations including: 

- "said top shell comprising a second recess on a top surface thereof, said 
second recess receiving said air outlet duct" 

will be considered to be: 

- — sa i d top sh e ll said means for receiving and holding said outlet duct 
comprising a second recess on a top surface thereef of said too shell , said 
second recess receiving said air outlet duct — 

for the office action on the merits, 
b. With respect to claims 4 - 

i. The limitations directed toward a first seal and a second seal are 
not linked with the previously claimed "means for receiving and holding . . . 
the air inlet duct." The limitations of claim 4 should refer back to the 
means of claim 1 because the first seal is disposed between the inlet tube 
and the first recesses which provide the means for holding and receiving 
the inlet tube. The first seal is part of the assembly that holds and 
receives the air inlet tube. 

ii. In view of the limitations of claim 1 as considered in section 8.a. 
above, the limitations directed toward a second seal, are not but should be 
linked with the previously claimed "means for receiving and holding ... the 
air outlet duct" because the second seal is disposed between the outlet 
tube and the second recess which provides part of the means for holding 
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and receiving tine outlet tube. Tine seal is part of the assembly that holds 
and receives the air outlet tube, 
ill. The limitations including: 

- "wherein a first seal is arranged . . . and a second seal is arranged" 
will be considered to be: 

- -- wherein said means for receiving and holding the air inlet tube 
further comprises a first seal 4S arranged. . . and said means for 
receiving and holding the air outlet tube further comprises a second 
seal \s arranged . . . — 

for the office action on the merits, 
c. With respect to claims 11- 

i. The limitations directed toward a side seating, a first seal, and a 
second seal are not linked with the previously claimed "means for 
receiving and holding ... the air inlet duct, the air outlet duct." The 
limitations directed toward the side seating and the seals should refer 
back to the means because as recited they constitute elements separate 
from the previously claimed means. The result of the limitations is that a 
means for holding and receiving the air inlet duct and the air outlet duct 
would comprise other elements then the first recesses and first seal and 
second recess and second seal respectively. This not commensurate in 
scope with the invention as disclosed because there are no other 
elements that receive and hold the ducts. 
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ii. The limitations including: 

- "wherein said air inlet duct with said filter is lodged in a side seating 
formed by a first recess in said top shell and a first recess in said 
bottom shell, wherein a first seal is arranged between said air inlet duct 
and said first recess in said top shell and said first recess in said 
bottom shell, and a second seal is arranged between said air outlet 
duct and a hole defined by a second recess in a top portion of the top 
shell, wherein said air outlet duct is arranged in said hole in said top 
shell" 

will be considered to be: 

- — wherein said means for receiving and holding said air inlet duct with 
said filter i s l odg e d i n is provided by a side seating in which the air inlet 
duct with filter is lodge, said side seating is formed by a first recess in 
said top shell and a first recess in said bottom shell, wherein said 
means for receiving and holding said air inlet duct with said filter further 
comprises a first seal \& arranged between said air inlet duct and said 
first recess in said top shell and said first recess in said bottom shell, 
wherein said means for receiving and holding an air outlet tube is 
provide bv afl4 a second seal 4S arranged between said air outlet duct 
and a hole defined by a second recess in a top portion of the top shell, 
wherein said air outlet duct is arranged in said hole in said top shell — 

in the office action on the merits. 
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8. Claim 5 recites tine limitation "said shell" in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. As best understood by the 
examiner the limitation will be considered to be — said bottom shell — in the office 
action on the merits which follows below. 

9. Claim 12 recites the limitation "said shell" in line 19 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. As best understood by the 
examiner the limitation will be considered to be — said bottom shell — in the office 
action on the merits which follows below. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 0. Claims 1,11, and 1 2 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

a. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 

subject matter with respect to claim 1 : 

i. The prior art does not teach the limitations for an operating to 
generate a flow under pressure including a pump and a body that 
comprises suspension elements, and top and bottom shells that provide 
means for receiving and holding an air inlet duct with a filter, an air outlet 
duct, and a plate with a fuse, a socket, and a switch following the 
overlapping of one of said top shell edge and said bottom shell edge with 
the other of the top shell edge and said bottom shell edge upon an 
automated assembly wherein: 
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(1 ) The means for receiving and liolcling said air inlet duct with 
said filter is provided by a first recess of the top shell joined with a 
first recess of the second shell which form a lateral lodging to 
receive the air Inlet duct and the air filter when the body is closed; 
and 

(2) The means for receiving and holding the socket, the switch, 
and the plate comprises a slot of the top shell and a slot of the 
bottom shell which form a lateral opening that receives and holds 
said socket, said switch, and said plate when the body is closed, 
are combined with: 

(3) A means for receiving and holding said outlet duct 
comprising a second recess on a top surface of said top shell, said 
second recess receiving said air outlet duct. 

ii. The inventive feature of the instant invention is constituted by the 
specific arrangement that includes a pump body formed by top and bottom 
shells, the bottom including suspension elements, that each have slots 
and recesses that constructively receive a socket, fuse, and plate and an 
inlet duct when the edges of the shells are joined together, in combination 
with an air outlet duct received and held in a single recess in the top 
shell's top surface. This specific and detailed arrangement is not taught 
by the prior art of record. 
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The prior art of Attolini US 6,318,360 ("Attolini '360") teaches a 
pump body formed from two shells each with recesses that constructively 
hold and receive an air inlet and outlet duct. Attolini does not teach slots 
for a socket, switch, and plate, or an outlet duct being held and received 
by a recess in the top surface of the top shell. 

The prior art of Hsiao US 7,140,845 ("Hsiao '845") teaches a 
portable air compressor that includes a body formed by two shells joined 
at their respective edges along a vertical axis. Each shell is comprised of 
a recess that receives a switch, a slot that receives a plate, and a recess 
that receives an outlet duct. The arrangement of the outlet duct of Hsiao 
'845 is similar to the arrangement for the inlet and outlet duct of Attolini but 
Hsiao does not teach a single recess in the top surface of either shell that 
holds and receives an inlet or and outlet duct. Hsiao '845 provides no 
details regarding a pump inlet or inlet duct. 

The prior art of Leonhard US 2003/0003003 ("Leonhard '003") 
teaches a pump housing that includes two shell components for a pump 
that includes inlet and outlet ports arranged at a right angle to one 
another. The ports communicate with holes in the side of one shell piece 
that forms the housing, but do not extend through the holes. The holes 
are also not formed by a recess in each shell piece when the pieces are 
joined together. 
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The prior art of Kille US D31 6,098 ("Kille '098"), Armstrong D 
316,865 ("Armstrong '865"), and Cliristiansen et al. US D454,884 
("Christiansen '884"), teach designs for pump housings that include a duct 
extending through the top surface of a housing component. The 
references are design patents and it is therefore unclear which ducts are 
inlet or outlet ducts. The references represent various arrangements for 
the pump housing but none have a combination were one duct is held by 
recesses formed in separate housing parts, and one duct that extends 
through a hole or recess that is only provided in one of the housing parts. 
Armstrong '865 and Christiansen '884 both teach ducts that are aH held in 
place by recess formed at the edges of the housing parts when the parts 
are joined. 

The prior art of Attolini US D348,927 ("Attolini '927") teaches an 
inlet and outlet duct that extend through a single recess in the top surface 
of a shell but a design for a housing for a pump with parallel inlet and 
outlet ducts. There is no suggestion that either duct could be orientated in 
a different position relative to the other duct which would allow for one 
duct to be held by recesses joining together at the edges of top and 
bottom shells and the other duct to be held by a second recess entirely 
provided in only one of the shell pieces. The ducts of Attolini '927 are 
parallel ducts, a change providing one duct at a right angle to the other 
duct would significantly change the pump head. Attolini '927 is a design 
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patent that does not (and cannot) specify tine type or capabilities of the 
pump that will be provided in the housing. 

The prior art of record is close to that of the claimed invention. Each 
of the references cited above teaches some part of the limitations but the 
specific design embodied by the limitations is not taught by the prior art. 
Changing the orientation of the outlet duct of base reference of Attolini 
'360 would amount to an arbitrary modification not taught or motivated by 
the prior art. Further it would require either a different pump or a 
significant modification to the pump head to provide the outlet duct so that 
it would extend through a single recess provided in a top shell. 

b. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 

subject matter with respect to claim 1 1 : 

i. The prior art does not teach the limitations for an operating to 
generate a flow under pressure including a pump and a body that 
comprises suspension elements, and top and bottom shells that provide 
means for receiving and holding an air inlet duct with a filter, an air outlet 
duct, and a plate with a fuse, a socket, and a switch following the 
overlapping of one of said top shell edge and said bottom shell edge with 
the other of the top shell edge and said bottom shell edge upon an 
automated assembly in a combination wherein means for holding and 
receiving the air inlet duct and outlet are respectively provided by: 
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(1 ) The air inlet duct witli said filter being lodged in a side 
seating formed by a first recess in said top shell and a first recess 
in said bottom shell, wherein a first seal is arranged between said 
air inlet duct and said first recess in said top shell and said first 
recess in said bottom shell; and 

(2) The air outlet duct being arranged in a hole defined by 
second recess in the top portion of the top shell. 

ii. The limitations of claim 1 1 are similar to the limitations of claim 1 in 
that both require an inlet duct to be held and received by recesses in top 
and bottom shells and an outlet duct to be held and received in a second 
recess in the top of the top shell. As discussed above in section 9.a.2 the 
prior art of record is close to that of the claimed invention but the specific 
design embodied by the limitations is not taught by the prior art. Changing 
the orientation of the outlet duct of base reference of Attolini '360 would 
amount to an arbitrary modification not taught or motivated by the prior art. 

c. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance with 

respect to claim 12: 

i. The prior art does not teach the limitations for an operating to 
generate a flow under pressure including a pump and a body that 
comprises suspension elements, and top and bottom shells that provide 
means for receiving and holding an air inlet duct with a filter, an air outlet 
duct, and a plate with a fuse, a socket, and a switch following the 
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overlapping of one of said top sliell edge and said bottom sliell edge with 
the other of the top shell edge and said bottom shell edge upon an 
automated assembly in combination with: 

(1) A bottom portion of the bottom shell equipped with a plurality 
of feet, and 

(2) A protrusion disposed inside the shell on an axis with one of 
said feet, supports the head of the pump group by extending to rest 
against a bottom part of the head, is aligned with and faces the air 
outlet duct, a damper element is arranged between the bottom part 
of the head and the protrusion. 

ii. The references of Attolini '360, Hsiao '845, Leonhard '003, 
Christiansen '884, Armstrong '865, Kille '098, and Attolini '927 do not 
explicitly teach suspension elements within a shell of the housing for a 
pump. It is well known in the art to mount a pump and/or motor within the 
housing surrounding it but none of the references discuss this feature. 
Further none of the reference show, teach, or suggest a support that is 
aligned with and faces an outlet duct and has a damper separating it from 
the head that it supports from the bottom of the head. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated tlie new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEONARD J. WEINSTEIN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-9961 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Devon Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-71 18. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Devon C Kramer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3746 

/Leonard J Weinstein/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3746 


